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Abstract. We introduce a sensitive method that allows
one to distinguish positive and negative agglutination reac-
tions used for blood typing and determination of Rh affinity
with a high precision. The method is based on the unique
properties of photonic crystal waveguides, i.e., microstruc-
tured waveguides (MSWs). The transmission spectrum of
an MSW smart cuvette filled by a specific or nonspecific
agglutinating serum depends on the scattering, refractive,
and absorptive properties of the blood probe. This concept
was proven in the course of a laboratory clinical study. The
obtained ratio of the spectral-based discrimination param-
eter for positive and negative reactions (Iþ ∕I−) was found
to be 16 for standard analysis and around 2 for used sera
with a weak activity. © 2015 Society of Photo-Optical Instrumentation

Engineers (SPIE) [DOI: 10.1117/1.JBO.20.4.040503]
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Hollow core microstructured waveguides (MSWs) are novel
unique materials that can be successfully used as highly sensi-
tive sensors for biomedical applications.1–5 The basic advan-
tages include a high sensitivity, short response time, and small
size. The MSW is a special type of photonic crystal waveguide.
Its hollow core diameter is a few times larger than the lattice
period of the surrounding photonic crystal structures.4 The cross
section of the MSW used in our work is shown in Fig. 1. It was
designed and manufactured by SPE “Nanostructured Glass
Technology” (Saratov, Russia). The structure of the MSW con-
sists of five functional concentric layers of capillaries and an

external buffer layer that provided structural totality in the
drawing process. The MSW possesses a few narrow and smooth
transmission bands in the visible/NIR wavelength range (Fig. 1).
The location and number of transmission bands depend on the
diameter of the MSW’s core. The spectral properties of MSW
were discussed in detail in Refs. 2–4. In this study, we used short
pieces of MSW with a diameter of the hollow core of 150 μm
and the outer diameter around 1 mm made from flint glass as
smart cuvettes. Such a microvolume cuvette serves as a basic
replaceable element of a biosensor for blood typing using a stan-
dard agglutinating serum technique. The protocol of the MSW
technique for blood typing is present in Fig. 2.

A blood type (or group) is one of the most important char-
acteristics of blood evaluated by the presence or absence of
agglutinogens (antigens) on the surface of red blood cells
(RBCs) and antibodies in the blood plasma. The ABO, based
on A and B antigens, and the Rh, based on D antigen, systems
are the most significant blood-group systems used in human-
blood transfusion.6 Most methods of blood typing are performed
by identification of the specific agglutinogens on the RBCs by
using the agglutination sera. In the case of a positive agglutina-
tion reaction, antibodies in the serum induce RBC aggregation.
There are two basic manual methods that are widely used in
hospitals and clinics because of low cost: slide and tube (Fig. 2).
The slide technique has several disadvantages: drying up of the
reaction mixture can cause aggregation of cells, giving false-
positive results; weaker reactions are difficult to interpret.7 The
tube technique is more sensitive, but it requires the use centri-
fuge and more reagents (not only agglutination sera but also
reagent RBC suspensions (Ac, Bc, and Cc).7 There are some
more sophisticated techniques of blood typing that require spe-
cific equipment which is not available in every hospital, such as
microplates and gel tests, and a solid-phase method.8

The risk of blood testing errors occurs for any of the tech-
niques and has the potential for morbidity and mortality upon
transfusion.9 Mistakes of a blood group determination typically
happen because of incorrect analysis or in the case of a hardly
determinable blood group. An incorrect interpretation of posi-
tive and negative agglutination reactions in the classical method
of blood typing can be caused by using standard serum that has a
low activity. In the case of a positive agglutination reaction,
complexes of RBCs are too small to be seen with the naked
eye (see Fig. 2). In accordance with publicly available reports10

in 2007 on the primary testing for ABO-groups, the blood type
was determined wrongly in more than 1% of the cases. The
hardest blood type to determine is the AB type. The percentage
of mistakes rises to 2.76%.

The new technique of blood typing based on hollow core
MSW potentially allows one to decrease the percentage of mis-
takes. This novel method combines the simplicity of a standard
technique and the unique features of MSW providing a high sen-
sitivity to alterations in scattering, absorption, and refractivity of
solutions filling up the MSW’s core and channels in cladding.2

After mixing the serum with a drop of blood, in the case of a
positive agglutination reaction, the majority of RBCs are
clumped together. Thus, the number of RBCs suspended in
the solution is reduced, which results in the reduction of the scat-
tering coefficient of the solution and leads to transformation of
its transmittance signature in the visible/NIR.11
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The following materials and methods were used in this work.
The 6-cm MSWs with a hollow core diameter of 150 μm were
utilized as a microvolume smart cuvette. Transmission spectra
of MSW were measured using a setup containing a broadband
light source (halogen lamp), fiber-optical elements for launching
and collecting light, adjustable optomechanics providing a posi-
tional resolution of 1.25 μm, a spectrometer, Ocean Optics

HR4000, operating in the visible/NIR range, and a PC (sche-
matic diagram of the setup is present in Fig. 2).

Laboratory clinical studies for nine volunteers with differ-
ent blood types (O-blood—two volunteers; A-blood—three
volunteers; B-blood—two volunteers; and AB-blood—two vol-
unteers) have shown the effectiveness of the developed method.
A BD Vacutainer® (Becton Dickinson) blood collection tube
with spray-coated K2EDTA was used for blood draws and stor-
age. The protocol (Fig. 2) prescribes the separate mixing of the
10 μl drops of each blood sample with 90 μl of antisera anti-A
and anti-B in separate test tubes. After 2 min elapsed, each sol-
ution was 100-fold diluted by the isotonic sodium chloride sol-
ution in order to get an optical signal with sufficient intensity.
Then an MSW smart cuvette is filled up by the analyte under
study and the transmission spectrum of the MSW is recorded. It
should be noted that the MSW filling procedure and follow up
spectral measurement take only 30 s, whereas the RBC sedimen-
tation is noticeable only after 3 min.12 Therefore, blood precipi-
tation cannot dramatically change the light transmission and
adversely affect the results.

The main experimental results are given in Fig. 3, where the
transmission spectra of the identical 60-mm-long MSWs filled
up by solutions containing products of positive agglutinating
reaction (A-blood with anti-A serum, B-blood with anti-B
serum and AB-blood with anti-A and anti-B sera; totally—9
samples) and with products of negative agglutinating reaction
(A-blood with anti-B serum, B-blood with anti-A serum and

Fig. 1 The transmission spectrum of a microstructured waveguide
(MSW) (hollow core diameter is 150 μm). The top right insertion is
the electronic micrograph of the MSW cross section.

Fig. 2 Slide, tube, and MSWmethods for blood typing. Top right: photographs of mixtures of whole blood
and standard sera with normal and low activities.
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O-blood with anti-A and anti-B sera; totally—9 samples) are
presented.

To discuss the ability of the proposed method to distinguish
positive and negative agglutination reactions we have to com-
pare the intensities of the recorded spectra. From the data pre-
sented in Fig. 3, it is seen that in the case of a positive
agglutination reaction, the maximal transmittance at the wave-
length 540 nm reaches 86.5� 5.4 units (Iþ), while in the case of
a negative reaction it is only 5.4� 0.9 units (I−). Thus, the ratio
of the transmission intensities for different reactions (Iþ ∕I−) is
equal to 16.

To avoid some experimental errors associated with intensity
measurements, a few other parameters can be used to evaluate
the agglutination ability. For example, a spectral area integrated
over a range of 485–585 nm [ratio ðIþ ∕I−Þ485−585 ¼ 10.3]
or contrast ratio Cþ∕C− ¼ 6.5, where C ¼ ðI670 nm − I580 nmÞ∕
I580 nm can be used.

In the case of using serum with a low activity, the ratio
of transmission intensities for different reactions is still well
detected as ðIþ ∕I−Þ ¼ 1.82, and the ratio of contrasts is also
high, ðCþ∕C−Þ ¼ 2.14, despite the fact that one cannot differ-
entiate the type of reaction with the naked eye.

Therefore, from the spectral transmission measurements
using an MSW smart microcuvette, we can exactly distinguish
positive and negative agglutination reactions.

In this study, we proposed a new optical technique for blood
typing. We demonstrated that smart microcuvettes made from
microstructured waveguides are prospects for biosensing,

including such an important area of application as distinguishing
the positive/negative agglutination reactions of RBCs. This
method requires only a 10 μl of blood for one analysis. It is
fast and simple enough to be used as a point-of-care modality.
We have experimentally proven that the magnitude of the MSW
transmitted intensity in the case of a positive agglutination reac-
tion is at least 10 times larger than that for a negative one.
Moreover, MSW technology allows one to differentiate the
type of reaction even when the agglutinating serum has a
low activity. More sophisticated signal processing of MSW
transmission spectra is possible in order to further reduce the
risk of blood testing errors and gain an improvement in biosens-
ing in general.

Acknowledgments
The work was supported by Russian Presidential under Grant
No. NSh-703.2014.2, the Government of the Russian
Federation under Grant No. 14.Z50.31.0004, and The Tomsk
State University Academic D.I. Mendeleev Fund Program.

References
1. A. M. Zheltikov “Microstructure fibers in biophotonics,” in Handbook

of Biophotonics: Vol. 2: Photonics for Health Care, J. Popp, V. V.
Tuchin, A. Chiou, and S. H. Heinemann, Eds., pp. 77–103, Wiley-
VCH Verlag GmbH & Co., KGaA, Weinheim (2011).

2. Yu Skibina et al., “Photonic crystal fibres in biomedical investigations,”
Quantum Electron. 41(4), 284–301 (2011).

3. A. V. Malinin et al., “The use of hollow-core photonic crystal fibres as
biological sensors,” Quantum Electron. 41(4), 302–307 (2011).

4. J. S. Skibina et al., “Photonic crystal waveguide sensing,” in Portable
Biosensing of Food Toxicants and Environmental Pollutants, D. P.
Nikolelis, T. Varzakas, A. Erdem, and G.-P. Nikoleli, Eds., pp. 1–32,
CRC Press, Florida (2013).

5. A. A. Zanishevskaya et al., “Photonic crystal waveguide biosensor,”
J. Innovative Opt. Health Sci. 6(2), 1350008 (2013).

6. J. Hall and A. Guyton, Textbook of Medical Physiology, Elsevier
Saunders, Philadelphia (2006).

7. B. Estridge and A. Reynolds, “Basic clinical laboratory techniques,”
Cengage Learning, http://web.archive.org/web/20140612185519/
http://www.bloodindex.org/blood_grouping_methods_procedure.php
(2011).

8. R. R. P. Vries and J. C. Faber, Hemovigilance: An Effective Tool for
Improving Transfusion Safety, John Wiley & Sons, New Jersey (2012).

9. J. V. Linden, “Errors in transfusion medicine: scope of the problem,”
Arch. Pathol. Lab. Med. 123(7), 563–565 (1999).

10. E. B. Zhiburt et al., “Failure of primary determination of blood type by
attending physician,” Bull. Natl. Med. Surg. Center 7(3), 113–115
(2012).

11. A. V. Malinin et al., “Determination of blood types using a chirped-
photonic fiber,” Proc. SPIE 7898, 78981A (2011).

12. V. V. Tuchin, X. Xu, and R. K. Wang, “Blood immersion and sedimen-
tation study using OCT technique,” Proc. SPIE 4597, 65–74 (2001).

Fig. 3 Transmission spectra of identical 60-mm-long MSW smart
cuvettes filled by the products of positive (+) and negative (−) reac-
tions of blood. Spectra were averaged over nine independent mea-
surements with hatched areas showing the absolute errors of each
measurement.

Journal of Biomedical Optics 040503-3 April 2015 • Vol. 20(4)

JBO Letters

http://dx.doi.org/10.1070/QE2011v041n04ABEH014536
http://dx.doi.org/10.1070/QE2011v041n04ABEH014569
http://dx.doi.org/10.1142/S1793545813500089
http://web.archive.org/web/20140612185519/http://www.bloodindex.org/blood_grouping_methods_procedure.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20140612185519/http://www.bloodindex.org/blood_grouping_methods_procedure.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20140612185519/http://www.bloodindex.org/blood_grouping_methods_procedure.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20140612185519/http://www.bloodindex.org/blood_grouping_methods_procedure.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20140612185519/http://www.bloodindex.org/blood_grouping_methods_procedure.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20140612185519/http://www.bloodindex.org/blood_grouping_methods_procedure.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20140612185519/http://www.bloodindex.org/blood_grouping_methods_procedure.php
http://dx.doi.org/10.1117/12.879794
http://dx.doi.org/10.1117/12.446639

